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Youth and Adolescents

ThaN( you Mr Chair,

ESCWA's population work programme continues to focus on four priority

areas: (i) the demographic analysis; (ii) youth; (iii) ageing; and (iv) international
migration. Given the socio-political developments that our region has

experienced since December 2010, ESCWA welcomes the theme of the forty-

fifth session Commission, namely "Youth and Adolescents". The ESCWA

region's cohort of young people, the largest and most well-educated in the

history of the region, face several challenges which have led to their exclusion

from processes of social and participatory development.

ESCWA has responded to the unfolding situation firstly by providing an

analysis of youth exclusion. In the fifth issue of our Population and

Development Report, we address key issues related to youth exclusion in the

region. This report takes a holistic view of youth exclusion in different social,

educational, economic and political spheres. The report analyzes the situation

of young people in the region, finding that youth made up 20 per cent of the
population in 2010, with their absolute number continuing to grow, even as their

proportion will decline slightly over the next twenty years.

Although education has expanded over the past decades, the focus has been on

primary education, as opposed to secondary and tertiary levels. Drop-out rates

in many countries are high, especially among gMs and young women; and 12

per cent of the youth population is estimated to be illiterate, with girls and

young women overrepresented in this group. Young people in general, and

young women in particular, find it extremely difficult to transition from

education to work: 66 per cent of the youth population are economically

inactive, while youth unemployment rates in most countries are higher than the



world average. Many young people who cannot afford to remain unemployed

resort to the informal labour market to find work.

The youth bulge and youth exclusion should also be considered in the context of

globalization, which has created opportunities for some, but leaves others

behind. This highlights the importance of quality education which prepares

young people with skills that meet the requirements of the modern labour

market. It also calls for the formulation and implementation of specific national

youth policies to integrate young people into development processes.

ESCWA is also worldng with our member countries to build theh" capacities to

address youth issues in line with the World Programme of Action for Youth

(WPAY). We have recently began to implement a Development Account

project on "Strengthening capacities of policy makers in the ESCWA region to

formulate national youth policies and plans of action" in collaboration with the

Pan-Arab Project on Family Health and UNFPA. This project aims to build the

capacities of member countries in designing and implementing national youth

policies through raising awareness on the fi'amework of the WPAY, developing

monitoring mechanisms, and providing technical assistance to Iraq, Jordan,

Palestine, Syria and Yemen to develop or upgrade their youth policies.

ESCWA is also collaborating with other agencies of the United Nations system

through its engagement in the Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development

and the Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs Worldng Group

on Coordinated Youth Research, which ESCWA co-chaired. In this context,

ESCWA produced the "Assessment and Mapping of United Nations Research

on Youth", which looks at the cun'ent state of research within the United

Nations system, as well as proposing a strategy for future youth research,

aiming to broaden the scope of this research, and strengthening the involvement

of youth themselves in this research.

In conclusion Mr Chair, ESCWA is grateful for the cooperation of our member

countries as it addresses issues central to their development, and we would like

to assure them of our continued support in the future.

Thank you.


